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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 5006 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, WB, GE, GW 
SUB J : LOEWE EXPULSION 

REF: A) BERLIN 7368; B) BONN 21566 

1 . EAST BERLIN PAPERS DECEMBER 3 1 CARRY BRIEF ADN ITEM, 
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REPORTING THAT THE GDR "EMPHATICALLY" REJECTED FRG 
PERMREP CHIEF GAUS'S PROTEST NOTE ON THE EXPULSION OF 
LOTHAR LOEWE (REFTEL A). THE ADN ITEMS NOTES THAT LOEWE 
WAS EXPELLED 1) BECAUSE HE HAD MADE "SERIOUS OFFENSES" 

AGAINST GDR LEGAL SYSTEM, PARTICULARLY THE REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING THE ACTIVITY OF FOREIGN JOURNALISTS IN THE 
GDR; 2) BECAUSE OF THE "GROSSEST DEFAMATION" OF THE 
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GDR, AND BECAUSE OF HIS CONTINUING INTERFERENCE IN THE 
GDR'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. IN MAKING PUBLIC THE SUBSTANCE 
OF ITS REJECTION TO GAUS’S OFFICIAL PROTEST, THE REGIME 
CLEARLY WISHES TO PUT ITSELF ON RECORD THAT IT WILL NOT 
REVERSE ITS STAND AND THAT IT IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT 
WHATEVER MEDIA FLACK MAY COME FROM WEST GERMANY. THE 
EAST GERMANS PROBABLY REASON THAT, HAVING BEEN THROUGH 
A SIMILAR DRILL A YEAR AGO WITH THE EXPULSION OF SPIEGEL 
CORRESPONDENT JORG METTKE, THE UPROAR IN WEST GERMANY WILL 
DIE DOWN QUICKLY AND PRETTY MUCH BE FORGOTTEN. THEY 
MAY ALSO CALCULATE THAT, GIVEN THE ABSENCE OF ANYTHING 
POSITIVE IN SCHMIDT S GOVERNMENT STATEMENT TOWARD THE 
GDR, THERE IS NO REASON - IN THIS PARTICULAR INSTANCE - 
TO BE TO CONCERNED ABOUT BONN'S WARNING ABOUT AVOIDING 
A "PERMANENT BURDEN" ON FRG/GDR RELATIONS. 

2. WE THINK THE REASONS FOR LOEWE'S OUSTER ARE CLEAR 
(BONN 21566). THEY RELATE TO LOEWE HIMSELF AND THE WAY 

HE APPROACHED HIS JOB, AND, SECONDLY, TO THE MORE GENERAL 
PROBLEM THE REGIME HAS WITH WEST GERMAN MEDIA REPRESENTA- 
TIVES HERE, PARTICULARLY FROM THE TV. UNLESS ONE LIVES 
HERE, ONE PROBABLY IS NOT FULLY AWARE OF THE IMPACT WEST 
GERMAN MEDIA, PARTICULARLY TV, HAS ON THE GDRPOPULATION. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO LOEWE, HE WAS BORN HERE, HAD 
NUMEROUS FRIENDS AND CONTACTS, AND CONSIDERS HIMSELF A 
BERLINER. IN A SENSE, HE HAD A COMMITMENT TO BERLIN 
WHICH OTHER FRG MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES DO NOT HAVE. 

AS A REPORTER, HE WAS PARTICULARLY ACTIVE - SOME WOULD 
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SAY TOO AGGRESSIVE - IN FERRETING OUT AND REPORTING 
DEVELOPMENTS WHICH WERE NOT PLEASING TO THE REGIME. 

HE BROUGHT INTO GDR LIVING ROOMS INTERVIEWS WITH RIESA 
RESIDENTS WHO WISHED TO LEAVE THE GDR AND THE BURIAL OF 
PASTOR BRUSEWITZ, FOR EXAMPLE, THUS PROVIDING A VISUAL 
IMAGE OF THINGS IN THE GDR ABOUT WHICH THE AVERAGE 
CITIZEN MIGHT HAVE HAD ONLY THE FAINTEST IDEA, AND 
WHICH THE REGIME FOUND INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO TOLERATE. 
THE REGIME WAS LAYING FOR HIM; THEY HAD PROVIDED HIM WITH 
A LIST OF HIS "VIOLATIONS" OF GDR LAWS, AND THEY HAD 
ALREADY ASKED ARD TO WITHDRAW HIM IN LATE SEPTEMBER. 

THE EAST GERMANS NO DOUBT HAD THE SUPPORT. IF NOT THE 
BLESSING AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE SOVIETS, SINCE THEY 
HAD THROWN HIM OUT OF THE USSR FOR SOME OF HIS REPORTING. 

4. LOEWE, FOR WHATEVER REASON, PLAYED INTO GDR HANDS 
ON DECEMBER 21 WITH HIS USE OF THE PHRASE ABOUT SHOOTING 
PEOPLE LIKE HARES. THE REGIME USED THE PRETEXT OF THIS 
OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE AND THE OCCASION OF THE HOLIDAY 
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SEASON TO GET RID OF A REAL IRRITANT AND, AT THE 
SAME TIME, TO USE HIM AS AN EXAMPLE TO OTHER 
CORRESPONDENTS WHO MIGHT HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED BY HOW 
FAR LOEWE HAD BEEN ABLE TO PUSH GDR TOLERATION. 

5. IN A MORE GENERAL SENSE, THE REGIME HAS FOR A LONG 
TIME HAD A PROBLEM OF HOW TO HANDLE WEST GERMAN 
MEDIA TRANSMISSIONS, PARTICULARLY TV AND RADIO, WHICH 
CAN BE SEEN OR HEARD THROUGHOUT MOST OF THE GDR. WHEN 
A WEST GERMAN TV OR RADIO CORRESPONDENT REPORTS FROM 
EAST BERLIN ABOUT THE RISING NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS TO 
LEAVE THE GDR, HE IS HEARD IN EAST GERMANY AND COULD 
WELL BE CONTRIBUTING TO THE DESIRE OF OTHER EAST 
GERMANS WHO MIGHT ALSO BEGIN TO THINK ABOUT DOING THE 
SAME. THEY ARE THUS NOT ONLY REPORTING INFORMATION BUT 
ALSO CREATING ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS FOR THE RREGIME TO COPE 
WITH. AND THE REGIME HAS NO EASY ANSWERS, EXCEPT TO HOPE THAT 
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AN OCCASIONAL EXPULSION WILL HELP KEEP THE MEDIA WITHIN 
LINE, HOWEVER ILL-DEFINED. 

6. WHILE CONCERNED ABOUT POSSIBLE WESTERN CHARGES THAT 
IT HAS VIOLATED THE FRG/GDR BASIC AGREEMENT AND THE 
HELSINKI FINAL ACT, THE REGIME HAS BUILT ITS COUNTER- 
ARGUMENT. THEY PROBABLY WOULD ASSERT THAT LOEWE VIOLATED 
GDR REGULATIONS AND LAWS, INTERFERING IN THE INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS OF THE GDR IN HIS REPORTING. THEY PROBABLY 

WOULD ALSO CLAIM, AS THEY ALREADY HAVE THROUGH THE 
IZVESYA IVANOV ARTICLE (REFTEL A) THAT HIS ACTIVITY 
WAS INCONSISTENT WITH THE SPIRIT OF CSCE AND THAT 
CONTRARY TO WHAT INDIVIDUAL JOURNALISTS MAY SAY, IT 

IS THE GDR VIEW THAT JOURNALISTS HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY 
TO ABIDE BY AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT SIGNED BY THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS. TO DO OTHERWISE WOULD BE INCONSISTENT WITH 
THE AIMS AND PURPOSES OF THE DOCUMENT. AND WHILE THE 
WEST GERMANS PROTEST LOEWE’S EXPULSION AS A VIOLATION 
OF CSCE, THE EAST GERMANS COUNTER THAT THE ALLEGED 
MISHANDLING OF EAST GERMAN JOURNALISTS AT THE THE FRG/GDR 
BORDER ON DECEMBER 19 IS NOT IN KEEPING WITH CSCE.POLANSKY 
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